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A note from Karen... 

Welcome back everyone. I hope you all remain well during this 
interes ng me we have been living in recently with the pan-
demic. I would like to thank everyone for their pa ence as we 
work through the current guidelines around social distancing. We 
will con nue to take advice from the appropriate government 
departments and keep you informed of any changes.  

As you would be aware, the staff at PIELC have con nued to 
work during the Covid-19 pandemic to ensure that those of you 
who work in essen al services were able to con nue to work.  
During this me, with a endance numbers reduced, the staff 
were able to con nue providing your children with remote learn-
ing services.  In addi on, staff have been undertaking further 
training and preparing for the months ahead.   

A huge thank you for all the amazing feedback, photos and vide-
os that you have sent back to us. This was a huge morale boost 
for the staff and we loved sharing your stories 
amongst ourselves. 

We are well and truly back to capacity with a endance, and the 
staff have reported that the children have all se led back into 
the daily rou ne with ease.  

Important dates 

Last day of Term 2:  

Friday 26 June 

 

First day of Term 3:  

Monday 13 July 

 

Under the Covid-19 pandemic situation, the government 
has provided free childcare to all parents. 
This will end on Sunday, 12th July. 
If you haven’t already lodged your 2018-2019 tax return, 
please do so now, or you will not receive any Child Care 
Subsidy from Monday 13th July. 

Our 4-year-old Kindergarten (Pre-School) offers for 2021 will be made in mid-August.  If you have not sub-
mi ed an applica on yet, please do so as soon as possible, as there is always a high demand for placement.  
Applica on forms for 4-year-old Kindergarten will be accepted for children aged 2 years old and upwards.  The 
forms can be found on the table in the foyer (under the staff photos) and can be returned to Karen or Sio-
Ching.  

Please remember as we are entering the colder months to please keep your children home if unwell, to pre-
vent the spread of any illness.  

Take care! 



Penguins Kindergarten Program 
Curriculum Reflec on 

“When your child is not 

with us, they ma er” 

As many families have opted to keep their kinder child at home this term, we have offered a full 

remote home Learning Program that is developmentally appropriate. There are many aspects of 

the Kindergarten Program and environment that cannot be replicated at home.  However a rich, 

challenging learning experience can be offered.  The remote learning program is play-based and 

planned around everyday items and resources that most families have in their home.  

We have been thrilled at the level of involvement in our program and we have really enjoyed see-

ing photos and videos of the children playing and learning. 

The program offered at kindergarten has been running simultaneously to the remote program, and 

has given the children similar learning experiences such as exploring nature ac vi es in Autumn.  

Play is the work of children. Children need opportunity for open-ended play (no right or wrong); 

playing in the sandpit, playing with water, dress ups, songs, dancing, going to the park, climbing 

trees, drawing, pain ng and playing with blocks and dolls. All these experiences cover every possi-

ble learning outcome with maths, science, emo onal learning and language and literacy.  

We really look forward to the return of all our wonderful children and families.   We hope to see 

everyone safe and happy for the remainder of the year!  

Jus ne, Rachel and Jess 



Kindergarten—Bilbies 

This term we observed many of the children playing hospitals. To extend this inter-

est, the home corner was turned into a doctor’s surgery.  Drama c play provides 

children with many rich learning opportuni es.  In par cular, it enables them to 

develop their oral language and literacy skills, as they experiment with new words 

in different contexts and engage in meaningful conversa ons with their peers.   

Hello from the Bilbies.  What an unusual term this turned out to be and is certainly one we will remember for a 

long me to come.  We missed lots of our friends, but have enjoyed welcoming most of them back over the past 

few weeks.  Despite all the changes, we s ll managed to stay busy. 

The children are able to prac ce wri ng as they take notes on their pa ents and fa-

miliarise themselves with le ers and words when observing the signs throughout the 

space.The Bilbies also looked at syllables, prac cing how many they had in their 

names and played sound games to further develop their phonemic awareness and 

listening skills. 

Term Two saw our sanctuary visits 

commence. Nature play signifi-

cantly improves all aspects of child 

development – physical, cogni ve, 

social and emo onal. Playing out-

doors encourages, enhances and 

strengthens the development of 

personal resilience, self-

confidence, ini a ve, crea vity 

and more. It encourages the joy of 

movement; it nurtures wild imagina ons, experimenta on, friendships, social connec ons and behaviour.  

There is no be er space for young children to learn than the outdoors, and there is no be er play resource 

than nature.   

The children also had the chance to extend their nature play experiences back at kinder.  We opened up the 

mud patch towards the end of the term, which always makes for good, messy fun. The Bilbies used the book 

“Leaf Man”, along with a discussion about the weather and the changing seasons 

as a provoca on to engage in some crea ve play.  We provided a basket of leaves, 

chestnuts, gumnuts and s cks for them to create their own leaf man.  

Thank you to all our families for your pa ence and understanding with the changes to kinder rou nes.  Once again, can 

we remind you all to pack a full and labelled change of clothes, coats, beanies, gumboots or spare shoes if you wish 

(remember we love play and explore outside in all areas and weathers which can some mes mean we might get messy 

and/or wet) and please, don’t forget your child’s drink bo le is needed for each kinder session. 

Denise and Amy 



Kindergarten—Koalas 
The Covid 19 pandemic certainly changed the kindergarten program for term 2!  With small numbers physically a ending 

kinder we introduced remote learning for kinder which was a new experience for families, children and staff.  The recent 

school returns have resulted in a return of the majority of the Koalas to kinder and it has been a pleasure to welcome every-

one back.  There were some very excited children welcoming each other back to kinder and rekindling their friendships.   

As you know, we have a new rou ne for arrivals and departures due to the social distancing guidelines, and a er two weeks 

of this new format the children (and staff) are ge ng used to the new rou ne.   We are encouraging frequent handwashing 

during the session and good cough/sneezing e que e. Weather permi ng, we are also running an indoor/outdoor pro-

gram which allows the children to maintain space around them.  We also talk about their bubble and keeping their space 

around them to encourage them not to sit too close and touch each other. 

With both the remote learning and the program at the kinder we have included several science ac vi es that use common 

household items.  The children have enjoyed the experimenta on, watching chemical reac ons with acids and bases such 

as vinegar and bicarb soda, watching milk move ‘magically’ when it interacts with detergent and discovering that oil and 

water do not mix in their discovery bo les.  We will con nue including science ac vi es in the program to further the chil-

dren’s interest in experimenta on. 

We have started to visit the school playgrounds, which gives 

the children an opportunity to challenge themselves on the 

bigger equipment and gain confidence to try new ac vi es.  

Playing on the monkey bars and climbing the bigger frames 

and rock climbing mini walls helps with the development of 

upper body strength, this in turn leads to increased motor 

control in the hands helping with handwri ng and other fine 

motor skills.  We also visited the bush sanctuary at Cowes Pri-

mary with our smaller group of Koalas and will take the whole 

group across to explore before the end of term.  

As term 3 progresses we will begin more transi on ac vi es with Cowes Primary.  Due to Covid-19, the transi on program 

may look a bit different from previous years. 

The children have been enthusias c borrowers from our lending library and are quick to make their choice on Thursdays.  

This program is possible due to funding from the state governments School Readiness Funding.  It has allowed the Centre to 

buy a large number of new books to use in this program. 

If the advice from the Department of Educa on changes we will hopefully be able to offer incursions in term 3.  Yoga with an 

experienced instructor in children’s yoga is one such program we hope to offer next term. We will also be having kinder pho-

tos in term 3 - dates are yet to be finalised. 

As a team we are looking forward to term 3 and se ling back into the rou nes of kinder, it has been pleasing to see how the 

children have se led back into the program so easily.  Remember to always pack a change of clothes in case the children get 

wet or muddy, and pack a warm jacket and beanie as we will con nue to go outside even as the weather gets colder.  

Andrea, Gerry, Rachael and Jess 



Kindergarten—Seals 

Term Two has definitely been unusual and a challenging me for everyone. 
The Kinder program has been accessed through Home Learning and Face-to-
Face Teaching. We have appreciated all your support during this term and 
look forward to having a fresh start in Term Three as we see some normality 
return. We hope everyone has a relaxing holiday break! 

Hannah, Mrs Schepe. and Julie 

IDENTITY  
During the uncertainty of the 

term we have focused on cre-

a ng a calm, relaxing and safe 

environment for the children. 

We also focused on the chil-

dren’s interests and used these 

to create an environment of 

posi vity. The group spent me 

with Penguins and we went on 

nature walks and visited the sanctu-

ary in the school; used the sensory 

playground; made giant bubbles; had 

a class party with party games and 

rocket fruit skewers and built new 

friendships.  

We have par cipated in many 

different community events this 

term. We made Anzac Biscuits 

for Anzac Day and created a 

group artwork with Penguins to 

learn about the significance of 

poppies.  

To learn more about Reconcilia-

on Week we read books focus-

ing on Indigenous culture and 

the why we par cipate in rec-

ognising Reconcilia on Week. 

We also make our own Aborigi-

nal pain ngs using a range of 

artworks from Aboriginal ar sts 

as a provoca on.  

COMMUNITY  

In order to extend on our gross motor skills we have 

being doing some movement sessions on the oval. We 

have also been using the interac ve whiteboard to do 

yoga for our relaxa on sessions using Cosmic Yoga. Eve-

ryone has been enjoying the story involved as well as 

the different yoga poses. Next term we will be having 

yoga sessions with Deb, a yoga instructor.  

WELLBEING  

LEARNING 

This term we have been focus-

ing on rainbows, pa erns and 

science experiments. Engaging 

in a range of experiments has 

supported our skills in hypothe-

sising, inves ga ng, exploring 

and problem solving. We have 

learnt about how to create 

pa erns and a highlight were 

our “Rainbow Bears” using the 

book as 

a s m-

ulus 

This Term we started our lending 

library and children are able to borrow a new book every 

Wednesday. Through children listening to a range of books 

read aloud to them they are building on their pre-reading 

skills in prepara on for school.  

We have also introduced Tommy Turtle as a pre-wri ng 

tool for le er forma on and Arthur the Puppet for pre-

reading skills to build on le er sounds. These strategies are 

all part of the Early Language and Literacy curriculum that 

Hannah has  been studying as part of her Cer ficate 4.  

    COMMUNICATION 

A FEW REMINDERS…. 
Please keep your child at home if they are unwell especially as we enter Winter, to minimise 

the spread of illness.  

We also ask that children have appropriate wet weather clothes and a jacket for outdoor play.  
To celebrate the End of Term 2 we will be having a Teddy Bear’s Picnic in the last week.  



Pre‐Kindergarten—Joeys and Possums 

We want to thank all of our families for your support 

this term and appreciate your understanding with all 

the changes that have been made to our rou nes. 

We are looking forward to star ng a new term and 

want to reflect on some highlights we have had 

across Term 2.   

Joeys and Possums have been learning about colour 

mixing and a range of pain ng processes through 

par cipa ng in these art experiences including: bub-

ble pain ng, car pain ng, golf-ball pain ng and roll-

er pain ng.  

We par cipated in Reconcilia on Week by learning 

about Indigenous culture and what the Aboriginal 

flag represents as well as what each colour means. 

We created some group artworks to represent what 

we learnt.  

Reminders:  

 If your child is unwell please keep them at home to 

ensure that illnesses are not spread around the 

group. We are asking that if your child has a persis-

tent cough or runny nose that they a end once 

these symptoms have subsided.  

As we head into Winter each child needs to have 

appropriate clothing for outdoor play. For example 

a jacket, coat, beanie etc.  

 -f you child is a ending long daycare before or 

a er the session make sure they have enough 

food for the whole day.  

Our last session for Term 2 is Monday 22nd of June 

Our first session back for Term 3 is Monday 13th of 

July 

Please let me know if you have any concerns or 

ques ons about your child especially as we are at 

the mid year point and making the decision about 

4 Year Old Kindergarten for next year. I am happy 

to make a me to chat with you outside of the ses-

sion mes.  

We hope everyone has a safe and relaxing holiday 

break. See you in Term 3! 

Hannah and Kim 

Joeys Group 

 Possums Group 



Daycare—Gumnuts (0 to 2 years old) 

Hello from the Gumnuts, 

We have had a very even ul term.  It’s great to see most chil-

dren back - everybody has se led in extremely well. We are so 

proud of our li le people. We would like to thank all the parents 

for their understanding of our new regula ons. (Dropping off 

and pick-ups at the door). 

On our door you will see a posi vity tree, we would love if all 

families could contribute by pos ng a posi ve comment or affir-

ma on statement using the orange s cky notes provided. This 

helps us all to keep on smiling. Thank you. 

In the Gumnuts classroom we have been exploring a variety of 

art experiences developing our fine motor and crea vity abili es.  

These ac vi es encourage children to inves gate, imagine and explore new ideas with enthusiasm and concentra-

on. 

The children enjoyed being part of Reconcilia on Week. We listened and danced to a variety of Aboriginal and mul-

cultural music. This experience has been a great introduc on to diversity for our babies. We also took this oppor-

tunity to further develop not only our art abili es – also our colour recogni on.  Learning colours verbally and non-

verbally (sign language). 

We would like to welcome our new friends Aziz, Arcadia, Ethan and 

Jack.  

Just a reminder: 

Now that winter is upon us, please remember to pack a jacket, beanie 

and gumboots for your child, as we run 

an indoor/ outdoor program. This also 

helps to maintain a healthy environment. 

Narelle, Diana, and Nicole 

 



Daycare—Explorers (2 to 3 years old) 

Welcome, everyone. 

The past few months have been tough 

but we have all worked together as a 

family and done our best. We tried to 

maintain the rou ne for children and 

supported them through the pandemic 

(Covid-19). We also found ways to en-

gage with families and stay connected 

throughout the lockdown. 

We had some exci ng events that was 

celebrated at the centre with the chil-

dren, such as Easter, Mother’s Day and 

Reconcilia on Week. The children were 

involved in different ac vi es such as 

making cookies for Easter, egg hun ng, 

and making clay beads for necklaces.  

 

We have new friends that have joined us in our Explorers room. We are suppor ng each child with 

their rou nes and development, for them to se le into their new environment. 

 A variety of prac cal life and num-

bers and literacy ac vi es were in-

troduced, such as spooning, water 

pouring and number tracing. These 

ac vi es help each child with coor-

dina on skills, self-help skills, 

recogni on of numbers and motor 

skills.  

Children have transi oned from 

one room to another happily with 

the support of educators and par-

ents. We shall con nue helping 

families and children at the Centre 

with con nuity and a sense of      

belonging. 

— Shelveen, Cathy, Jimmy and Julie 



Daycare—Blossoms (3 to 4 years old) 

Welcome back to everyone returning to the Blossoms room. It has been a very different past few months with Covid-19 

quaran ne, social distancing, home schooling, sani zing and working from home. Thanks to those of you who sent in le ers 

or emailed what you had been working on at home we loved seeing you con nue learning and displayed your work in the 

room for everyone who was a ending to see. Courtney and I enjoyed making some videos for you to watch at home. 

This term we have been looking at building friendships as the children are becoming more socially  aware of each other. We 

read the book The Rainbow Fish and discussed how the rainbow fish was feeling at the beginning of the book compared to 

the end and why these feelings changed. Then we made our own Rainbow Fish one on one with an Educator and spoke 

about being kind to one another. We have used group mes to con nue our discussions about using kind words with each 

other. The fish are displayed all together on the back window of the room. This way our children are constantly seeing this 

visual reminder to use kind words with our friends. 

Music is always a big part of our day. Morning happy music, relaxa on mu-

sic during quiet me, children reques ng their favourite songs. Educator 

lead songs with ac ons are a favourite in the blossoms room. Lately we 

have been using our pop up stage and microphones taking turns to perform 

for our friends. Blossoms Got Talent… It has been wonderful watching them 

capture other children’s a en on. Some being more confident than others 

but so far everyone has wanted to have a turn. Music can support and en-

rich children’s learning and development in communica on and language, 

social skills, motor skills, crea ve and flexible thinking. 

We are encouraging children to wash their hands regularly as they 

return, and we are con nually disinfec ng equipment, toys and furni-

ture while teaching the importance of covering coughs and sneezes, 

and if your child is unwell please stay at home. 

For your child’s comfort please remember to bring in extra clothes, 

beanies, gumboots and a waterproof jacket during the cool months 

as we value our outdoor play all year round; it is important for chil-

dren’s wellbeing and development. 

Pennie, Courtney and Trina 



Daycare—Wallabies (4 to 5 years old) 

Hello from the Wallabies!! 
It is unbelievable we are already half-

way through the year and despite 

most of the children staying home for 

a couple of weeks, we have learned 

uncountable things and se led as a 

group.  

This term we danced together, read 

books, sang songs, made a leaf man 

and even competed a scavenger hunt 

while we were kilometres apart.  

Thanks to our families for their huge 

response with our take-home bags, 

and for sending us photos of the Wal-

labies performing the different ac vi-

es.  It was great to see the children 

proudly showing us their pieces of art 

made at home with their families.  

As the children have started to return 

to the Centre we are going to con nue 

to take excursions to the school’s 

playground and Sanctuary, where the 

Wallabies have contact with the envi-

ronment while developing their gross 

motor skills.  

Lately we have been into science. Do-

ing experiments like baking soda and 

vinegar balloons, exploding bags, trav-

eling water, colouring changing flow-

ers. Etc. the children love to predict 

what is going to happen and have fun 

while developing goal-se ng, plan-

ning and problem solving skills.  

As it is already winter please remem-

ber to bring your rain jackets and 

gumboots.   

Love, 

Jess, Jasmine and Lani.  

 

 


