
 

A note from Karen... 
New Building 
As you would have all seen by now, our new building has arrived.  We were very 
fortunate that the contractors arranged to deliver it on a weekend to limit the 
amount of disruption to the Centre and families. The contractors are working tire-
lessly to complete works so we are hopeful to have it operational by the start of 
the year. The new addition will help alleviate our long wait list.  Thank you for your 
patience.  
 

Fundraising 

We will be asking for donations shortly for our Christmas raffle as part of our 
fundraising efforts.  If you have any goods or services that you could donate we would greatly appreciate it. Exam-
ples: Accommodation, vouchers, gifts, etc.  No item is too small.  All fund raising will go towards the fit-out and 
garden of our new building.  Please see Karen if you are able to assist with items.  

September 2019 

Important Dates 

 All 2020 Pre-School (4-year-old kindergarten) offers have now been made.  If anyone else needs a 

2020 Pre-School placement, please let us know. 

 In mid-September, offers will be made for those who have applied for 2020 Pre-Kinder (3-year-old 

kindergarten) 

 In mid-October, all parents of children attending daycare will be asked to fill in a form stating their 

wishes for 2020 daycare. 

There were two major aims: reduce the 
running costs of the building, and use lat-
est technology to display and interpret 
the buildings solar energy and usage as 
part of children's early learning of envi-
ronment and sustainability issues.  Keep a 
watch out for a monitor in the foyer which 
will be linked to PIELC SOLAR SYSTEM. We 
will be celebrating the  completed installa-
tion on Thursday 19th September from 4-
4.30 if you would like to join us or learn 
more 

Solar panels 

Over the last school holidays we were very fortunate to have  our solar panels installed.   This was a result of a 

Pick My Project Grant "Renewing our Kids’ Future".  The application was submitted by an ex-PIELC parent , Nick 
Stephens, in collaboration with Moragh Mackay from the Energy Innovation Co-operative.   

 



 

 Children’s book week was celebrated with a tradi-
tional dress up day. The children had the oppor-
tunity to dress up in their favourite children’s book 
or nursery rhyme character.  Thank you to the fam-
ilies who assisted their child to dress up and be a 
part of this fun day! 

 Our school transition program is in full swing! We 
are very fortunate to have developed a great 
school transition program with Cowes Primary 
School. Over the term we visited two specialists' 
classes, Mr Cleeland in S.T.E.M and Mr. Nolan in 
Music. In S.T.E.M, the children had opportunity to 
challenge themselves with Lego building skills and 
had a turn of operating a robot via an IPAD. In Mu-
sic, the children played some dancing games like 
musical statues. Mr. Nolan introduced the children 
to percussion instruments; guitars and they even 
had a turn on the piano. 

 The four prep teachers from CPS came to visit the 
children over the term to get to know the children. 
The prep team have read a story and implemented 
a lesson with the children. The children have been 
enjoying meeting the teachers and participating in 
this wonderful transition program. 

 The sanctuary visits have been fantastic. The chil-
dren have been relaxing into this setting and taking 
the mindful experiences to the next level. Mostly, I 
plan a learning experience to give the children a 
focus during their time in this wonderful setting. 
The value of free time to explore is not underesti-
mated in this setting. Last week we collected some 
natural loose parts to make faces. The photos are 
on display outside our room! 

 Partner work has been a focus in our Movement 
Program this term . The children have been work-
ing together in pairs to try out some new exercises 
such as Planks and jumps, leap frogs, double boats 
and chair lifts! Very tricky! 

 We explore “Crossing the Midline” every week. 
Some of the children found it very difficult to lift 
one knee and cross over with their alternate 
(Opposite) elbow to touch. Maybe try at home 
with your child. (Cross Overs). 

 Recently we had a wonderful incursion from 

 “Aussie Wildlife”. The Australian animals included, 
a green tree frog, a wombat, two varieties of liz-
ards, a carpet snake, a squirrel glider possum, a red
-tailed black cockatoo and a baby freshwater croc-
odile. The children learnt all about the different 
animals such as where they live and what they like 
to eat and learnt about their movement. The chil-
dren learnt words such as nocturnal, predators, 
camouflage, scales, fur, skin and feathers. All the 
children had the opportunity to see, learn about 
and touch these animals. 

 Other curriculum content has included mini beasts, 
life cycle of a frog, a Father’s Day surprise, writing 
patterns to develop fine motor skills, painting and 
water colour. Many of the children are spontane-
ously playing “teacher” and wanting leadership 
roles. More of these roles will be introduced soon. 

 

 

 



Kindergarten—Koalas and Seals 

Book Week allowed both groups to explore literacy in a different context.  The children learnt important pre

- literacy skills by pre-empting the story and what might come next, looking at the pictures for clues, and 

interesting words like “wondered “, “discover”, “somersault” and “revealed”.  Some enjoyed creating their 

own stories.  We dressed up as our favourite book characters and read the shortlisted picture books for 

2019.  Koalas and Seals voted for their favourite book and their unanimous choice was “Rainbow Bear” by 

Stephen Michael King. I n order to explore more picture books we explored “Story Box Library” which is a 

service available for free through West Gippsland Libraries if you are a member. The children have enjoyed 

listening to a range of authors read them stories including “Alpacas with Maracas”.  

Our favourite learning space has been the Space Station area set-up for children to explore Science Week’s 

theme of Destination Moon. We have been learning about each of the planets in the Solar System and it has 

been fantastic to see how much the children have been learning. We have created a space mural, paper 

mache Moon, watched the Hubble Space Shuttle taking off and observed the effects of microgravity in 

Space, aboard the International Space Station.  

Reminders for Term 

As the warmer weather approaches please remember to apply sunscreen for your child on arrival and pro-
vide children with appropriate clothing.  

If you would like to volunteer within the Koalas or Seals group, we now require everyone to have their 
Working with Children’s Check. If you have recently applied and received your card please take it to the 
office so we are able to make a copy.  

We hope everyone has a safe and relaxing break over the School Holiday period.  
We return on the week beginning Monday the 7th of October. 

Our transition program for Cowes Primary School started this term with the prep teachers coming to both groups 

and running activities to support children’s school readiness. We were also able to visit Cowes Primary School and 

see what learning experiences we might do in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics).  They 

enjoyed a Lego building activity and making a robot move using an iPad), Music (the children were introduced to 

many instruments and catually got to play some of them).  Thank you to Mr Nolan and Mr Cleeland.   The children 

were very excited as they recapped the day’s activities. 

The children are enjoying the PMP (Perceptual Motor Program) and the walk over to Cowes Primary each week. 

They  are developing their large motor skills with emphasis on crossing the midline. . This is vital to the develop-

ment of using both sides of the body to promote the co-ordination and communication of both sides of the brain 

for example putting on shoes and socks , writing and cutting. 

 Aussie Wildlife Displays came to run an incursion for us and we could pat and hold a range of different Australian 

animals including a wombat, black cockatoo, python snake, lizard, sugar glider, frog and baby crocodile.  



Kindergarten—Bilbies 

Vince from Aussie Wildlife Displays brought along a host of Australian native animals for us to 

look at, learn about and touch.  The Bilbies were very brave at conquering some fears and taking 

great care to be gentle.  Later we looked around our yard to see what animal habitats we could 

see and how we could ensure the animals that visit kinder can be safe from predators and hu-

mans.  The children were told some interesting facts about the wildlife, what they eat, were they 

live, and learned interesting new words like “nocturnal”.  

To celebrate Book Week 2019 we enjoyed a Book Week dress up day.  We came along 

to kinder as our favourite imaginary characters.  In the Bilbies group we love books 

and stories  so much we have made up our own story book using picture story cubes 

as prompts - you just shake the cubes  and use the pictures they land on to make up 

your very own story. 

This term each of the Cowes Primary School teachers, 

Mr Brennan, Ms Huther, Ms Rochford and Mrs Carlson 

have all visited the Bilbies at Kinder sharing with us 

stories and an art activity.  The children’s interest in 

and enthusiasm for school has well and truly sparked. This is a great opportunity for both 

the children and the teachers to get to know each other in preparation for the start of their 

school year.  We are very fortunate to be able to work with these dedicated teachers in or-

der for the children to have a smooth transition to school.  

Our weekly visits to the Gym and sanctuary have been a favourite activity this term with all our children. The PMP 

(Perceptual Motor Program) in the gym has had a motor skills goal , in particular with many crossing-the-midline activities. 

Crossing the body’s midline is an important developmental skill needed for many everyday tasks such as writing, reaching 

towards your foot to put on a shoe and sock .  

In the Cowes Primary School music room, we played “Freeze like a…,” we were able to show 

the teacher Mr Nolan how good we are staying still!  Mr Nolan let us use his percussion in-

struments and we learned about tempo - how to make fast and slow sounds.  We each got 

an opportunity to play the noisy electric guitars, they are heavy so Mr Nolan and Denise 

helped to hold them.  We visited Mr Cleeland in the Science, Maths, Engineering and Tech-

nology (STEM) room.  He has awesome Bee Bot robots that we programmed with special 

buttons and blue Dash robots which are controlled by the iPad program.  Mr Cleeland also 

has some Lego for building all kinds of wonderful creations.  On the way back to kinder there 

was just enough time to stop at the HUGE playground.   

The sanctuary offers the children to be in touch with nature and learn 

about our natural habitat.  Research tells us that Kinder programs that 

incorporate a bush setting shows the befefits of an increase in confi-

dence, motivation, concentration, increased social, physical and lan-

guage skills. We have a display out side our room with some of the fun 

we are having as we explore, climb and search for interesting items. 

 

Following all of these visits we have turned our dramatic play corner area into a home environment 

complete with pieces of school uniform to practice putting on and dress up in.  This area has proven so popular over such a 

short amount of time that we have introduced a timer system so everyone has a chance to play there throughout our long 

sessions.           

— Denise, Lucy and Julienne 



Pre-Kinder—Joeys 

Book Week 

The Joeys were very excited 
to celebrate Book Week by 
coming to Kinder dressed as 
their favourite character.  
There was a wonderful array 
of literary figures present and 
we had lots of fun sharing 
some of our favourite books.  

Writing Skills                                                                    

We are using flashcards and whiteboards to 

practise writing our names.   

The children have enjoyed this activity and cele-
brating the success and progress they are all 
making. 

Gardening 

Perhaps our most popular activity this term was potting geraniums.  The children have been 

learning about nature and what is needed for plants to flourish (sunlight, water, soil, etc.)  All the 

Joeys got involved and we can’t wait to nurture our plants and watch them grow.   

It has been a wonderful, busy and productive term and we have enjoyed watching all the children grow, develop and 

embrace the kinder routines and sense of being a group. Can we remind everyone to bring their hats in Term 4. We 

wish you all a wonderful break and will see you all next term. 

Amy and Jasmine. 



Long Day Care—Gumnuts (0-2 years old) 

This has been a great term for the Gumnuts. We focussed on encouraging the children to build strong and posi-
tive relationships with the educators, their peers and the community as we are aware that relationships are 
central to children developing the ability to interact with others with care, empathy and respect.  We also sup-
port the children to self-regulate their emotions and feel accepted.  

 

 

Developing early  
literacy skills through  

singing, dancing,  
reading, puppets and  

dressing up.   

Now that weather is improving 

we are going to start spending 

more time outdoors. Please 

remember to be aware of our 

sun protection policy. Do not 

forget to pack a change of 

clothes as we enjoy messy and 

water play. 

Thank you. Jess, Jasmine, 

Debby, Amy and Diana 

As children’s learning and develop-

ment is affected by their physical en-

vironment, we are ensuring to pro-

vide them with nurturing, safe, in-

viting and stimulating spaces that al-

low the children to have quality inclu-

sive play opportunities and learning 

experiences. Our environments are 

challenging, secure and based in the 

children´s capabilities and interest.  

We continue our fortnightly visits to Melaleuca Lodge, where the children and 

educators have the opportunity to sing some songs, listen to a story and talk 

with the residents . As we head over there in our 4-person prams, the children 

get to explore their community as they see and talk about colorus, cars, birds 

and some well-kept gardens with blooming flowers and fruit trees.  



Long Day Care—Explorers (2—3 years old) 

We have had a great third term.  Children are now learning numbers and letter recognition, and a lot of chil-
dren are now able to recognize their own name in print. 

We are working on children learning to follow patterns that will lead onto writing skills. 

Explorers have been enjoying cooking activities this term, learning about measuring, mixing and turn-taking. A 
big thank you to Josie for bringing in her mum’s yummy muesli bar recipe. 

We would love if all families could become involved in helping us to develop our cooking abilities, so we are 
asking for families to please bring in your favourite recipe from home for us to make here at the centre. 

Please remember recipes must be egg and nut free.  

The children are enjoying the stories as we introduce them to a wide variety of subjects . The Priemiers Reading 
Challenge is coming to an end so thank you for your commitment to reading to your children. We know that 
exposure to books and reading has an impact on a childs learning and school success. Between home and PIELC 
the children have had a rich exposure and we have seen the results of that as they children grow and learn.  

Also just a reminder that the weather is now starting to warm up. Please ensure your child has a change of 
clothes as we will be engaging in water activities outdoors. 

Due to warmer weather it is now time to start bringing back sunhats and sunscreen. 

From the Explorers room—Narelle, Cathy, Diana and Courtney. 



Long Day Care—Blossoms (3—5 years old) 

Spring is here, the sun has been shining, the birds are singing…. Ok so who are we kidding it’s been a little warmer 

on some days and as for the birds singing... the plovers have been sitting on the roof squawking watching the chil-

dren while protecting their babies this term. 

We started a take home Literacy bag where the children take turns to go to the micro library and choose a couple 
of books to take home and read with their family.   PIELC has a commitment to early literacy, as studies show the 
importance of children having access to books benefits their development in oral language, imagination, pre-
reading and writing skills.    For this reason, Lani has been working with the Ladies from Boomerang bags to make 
library bags for the children.  A sewing bee is being planned to make these, we will keep you informed on the date 
for this as we would love to have as many helpers as possible - Mums, Dads,Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles  -
everyone can get involved.  The children will then have the opportunity to borrow books to take home to share 
with their families and we are planning regular outings  to the Phillip Island Library and Story Time.  

Lani and Pennie attended a PD “Making The Everyday Extraordinary in early Childhood”, from which they gained 

plenty of new ideas which they have already started to implement into our program. 

Our Vegetable garden is thriving and a lot of our focus this term has been on food and its growth. Thanks to the 

Families who contributed to our garden and planted seeds/seedlings with your child. The children have really en-

joyed watching them grow. Some of them are now at eating stage , we have picked them and washed them, eaten 

some and put some in our Community Pantry.  

Extending on their interest in the Vegetable Garden, the children who attend on a Thursday walked to Woolworths 

to do the “Fresh food Discovery Tour” we were met by Chris the Banana man and his strawberry friend who showed 

us around the store. We got to go behind the scenes and see where all the food is stored, the loading dock, big 

freezers then back to where the fruit and veggies are all cut up where we were able to make a fruit salad rocket! 

Each child was given a showbag which made them feel very special. 

Woolworths now have the Discovery Garden, a hands-on activity which allows for sensory learning were the children 

can interact with water and soil to see, feel, smell and touch the changes. We were lucky enough to be given full 

supply of all 24 for the children to grow after we had our tour. The Children learn life skills they can take beyond the 

Blossoms room that will help them to make healthier choices into the future. 

The Blossoms have been very busy in our supermarket play space, our construction play area and outside in our 

farm play area. The farm area was created after Tash brought in her calf Coco for the children to interact with, they 

got up close gave her cuddles and feed her. 

It’s been so lovely to see the children be inclusive of others by asking to join in play. This term we have seen a lot of 

the children grow, they are showing respect for one another and their Educators, using manners and becoming 

more independent as we come closer to the end of the year. 

Please also note that Sunsmart time is here and we ask all families to provide a NAMED Sunsmart hat (wide 

brimmed) for use by your child during outdoor play. We will provide sunscreen. We would appreciate it if you apply 

sunscreen on your child before they arrive and will we reapply after Lunch. If you would prefer your own sunscreen 

please supply it named for us to keep in the Blossoms room.  Thanks – Pennie, Tash, Lani, Jasmine & Diana. 


