
 

March 2021 

A note from Karen... 

Dates to note 

Friday 02 April 2021 to Monday  05 April 2021 – PIELC CLOSED 

Tue 06 April 2021 — PIELC open for daycare 

Monday 19 April 2021 — start of Term 2, 2021 for Kindergarten 

Term one is coming to an end and it looks much different to 2020. The chil-

dren have all se led in and seem to be embracing the learning. 

A personal thank you for all your well wishes and a big thank you to Sue Beck-

er, Pennie Burrows and Denise Szu a for keeping my seat warm whilst I was 

away. It really is lovely to be back. 

We are pleased to welcome new staff members—Keely, who is a trainee in 

the Wallbies room, and Ailey, our new assistant in the Explorers room. 

Whilst we were closed over summer you would have no ced a few changes. 

Beau ful new flooring has been installed throughout the building, plus col-

ourful rugs in each room. The outdoor areas have some major improvements.  

There is new turf in the Gumnuts yard and large sandstone rocks around the 

sandpits.  Wooden se ngs and storage have been installed in all the yards, as 

well as a children's water pump in Kindergarten and some beau ful new plants. This was all possible through a 

Grant from The Department of Educa on and Training.  

We are working behind the scenes, ge ng ready for the roll out of funded 3 year old kindergarten in 2022. 

Again we were successful in our Grant applica on for a Building Blocks Grant which will enable us to extend 

the building to accommodate the extended hours to 5 hours per week  for 2022, and then aiming to  increase 

to 15 hours  per week for the Three-year-old Kindergarten program therea er. We are in the planning stag-

es ,and will keep you updated as we progress.  

Those of you heading off for the Easter break: stay safe and enjoy your me with your loved ones.  



Penguins Kindergarten Program 
Curriculum Reflec on 

Term 2, 2021 

Early learning is about providing opportunities and materials that children 

can touch, manipulate and experience in order to know, question and un-

derstand   how it looks, how it is made, how it all comes together and why. 

Learning occurs across many outcomes, developmental domains and con-

cept areas simultaneously. It ebbs and flows differently for each child. Ho-

listic experiences result in scaffolded learning a nd the building of 

knowledge throughout the kindergarten year. 

Play-based learning is offered to each child in the Penguins kindergarten 

Program. 

Our Program in Term 1 has a focus on connecting with others, not only for 

the children, but for the families and Educators. Children learn about 

themselves and develop the skills needed to form relationships and friend-

ships. They discover what it means to be a part of a group and belong to a 

community. 

The program consisted of a variety of learning experiences both indoor / 

outdoors and group and individual. The children are learning to sit together 

as a group on the mat for stories, discussions, music and games. The games 

we have enjoyed learning include: doggy doggy, kangaroo skippy Roo, 

sleeping bunnies and what’s the time Mr. Wolf. 

The children have been enjoying learning some ‘’Auslan’’ signs (sign Lan-

guage), which include some animals, colours, some songs in the program 

and we hope to further develop this as the year progresses.  If you would 

like further information about the Auslan sign language, please see the 

website http://www.auslan.org.au/ 

Oral language development is encouraged through our "Talk-About Box“ 

which has commenced this term.  Confidence in speaking in front of the 

class is encouraged every day. We try to encourage the children to "have a 

try" of answering posed questions. 

The "Penguin Name Book“ has been going home with the children for a 

night. The goal is to assist in language   development, and for the children to 

learn the names of  their new kindergarten friends. This is part of the Chil-

dren’s Identity in our Learning Outcomes. 

We have also started to explore “Colour”! The children have had fun learn-

ing about colours and mixing colours to make new colours. We trans-

formed some of these activities to make colour books;, the children en-

joyed mixing primary colours to make secondary colours. They were fasci-

nated when only using 3 colours (red, blue and yellow) during some of our 

activities and they could see more colours made such as orange, green and 

purple! Colour mixing has transferred into many learning experiences in 

the program. 

On Wednesdays, the children have been challenging the movement of their 

bodies in our Core Strengthening movement program. Such experiences 

include locomotive movement, fundamental exercises, and fun movement 

based games. 

In the outdoor program the children have been exploring the proper-

ties of water with our new water pump. The children have to engage 

many muscles to successfully pump the water. The water is used for a 

variety of sensory experiences including watering the Gardens. 

The simple hula hoops and walking stilts have provided many children 

opportunities to further develop their gross motor skills, coordination 

and balance.  The outdoor play spaces are of equal value for the chil-

dren’s development and learning. 

It’s been wonderful to welcome families back into our classrooms this year. 

Cheers, from Justine and Rachel 



Kindergarten—Bilbies 

Wow! We can hardly believe that a whole term has already flown past. The children have 

se led well into the kinder year, following rou nes and making friendships with their 

educators and peers. 

One of the aims of the kinder program is to foster posi ve disposi ons to learning in the 

children.  This could be developing persistence, confidence, crea vity, imagina on or 

curiosity.  Lots of  important research highlights the benefits of play based learning and 

following the interests of the children to enhance their learning..   This term, the children 

became increasingly interested in insects, a er Mason spo ed an ENORMOUS cicada on 

Amy’s hat.  We created a small habitat for it and the children were free to observe its 

behaviour throughout the day.  The cicada was liberated a er lunch, but the experience 

provided an opportunity to extend on the children’s curiosity and incorporate aspects of 

nature across the curriculum  

When children’s interests are followed and used as a star ng point for 

other learning, these experiences become more meaningful and relevant, 

which has been proven to result in greater reten on of what has been 

learnt. Put simply, it  gets all the right areas of the brain firing. 

As the weather begins to get colder when we return in Term 2, can we 

remind families to pack coats and hats.  A pair of gumboots and a plas c 

bag for any wet items is handy and we can’t stress enough to label, label , 

label.  Lost items can be found in the white laundry basket under the table 

outside the room. 

We hope all our children and families have a wonderful Easter and we can-

not wait to see you all for a busy and produc ve Term Two.   

Denise, Amy and Emma xx 

The children enjoyed an insect scavenger hunt, looking around the yard for 

different bugs and cking them off their sheets.  In this way we were able to 

use our minibeast ac vity to develop the children’s literacy skills.  An insect 

interest table with books, magnifying glasses and specimens extends into 

literacy and science.  This nature theme es in perfectly with our take home 

literacy bag, as Phillip the Penguin comes with a strong message about sus-

tainability.  Those families who are yet to host Phillip can look forward to 

doing so over the coming two terms.  As this term draws to a close, we will 

be exploring nature at the easel, using natural materials to create brushes 

and exploring a variety of textures and 



Kindergarten—Koalas 
The focus for term one in the Koalas room has been ge ng to know the Koala children and building rela onships with the children.  This 

rela onship between the children and the educators con nues to develop as the children learn to trust the educators  and  feel a sense of 

belonging to the group. 

At the start of the kinder year there are a number of new rou nes and expecta ons in the kinder day  and the children have adapted well 

to these rou nes.  We have enjoyed watching the children get to know their peers and develop their friendships.  

The program is based around the five Learning Outcomes of the Early Years Learning Framework. Some of the ac vi es included in our 

program so far are: 

 Learning Outcome 1 ‐ Iden ty 

The children have created and shared 

their ‘All About Me “ pages, this has al-

lowed us to learn more about each indi-

vidual child and their 

family, and also 

helps to develop the 

children’s  speaking 

and listening skills. 

Learning Outcome 5—Communica on 

We have introduced ‘Tommy Turtle’ and Arthur puppet to 

the children, we will use these props to help learn about 

le er sounds and shapes as we read stories. This is part of 

an early literacy and language program that helps to build 

on children’s early literacy skills. 

Learning Outcome 4—Learning 

This term we have focussed on 

colour mixing primary colours 

and crea ng new colours in our 

art ac vi es.  We have also intro-

duced the Japanese program 

from Early Learning Languages 

Australia, which is a digital, play-

based language learning program 

for preschool children.  We have 

been learning gree ngs. 

Learning outcome 3—Wellbeing 

This term we have focused on fine motor skill 

development, strengthening hand muscles 

which will help with scissor and pen skills.  

We have been having “Fine Motor Friday’ 

with an emphasis on ac vi es which will 

encourage the children to develop their fine 

motor skills.  Our music and movement 

group mes help to develop gross motor 

skills such as balance, coordina on and core 

strength. In term 2 we will be par cipa ng in 

a yoga program which will further develop 

these skills and enhance the children's ability 

to regulate their emo ons. 

In order to regulate emo ons the children 

must be able to name and recognise emo ons 

and we have also been working on this. One of 

our ac vi es was ‘The Colour Monster”  re-

la ng emo ons to different colours.  We will 

con nue to work on emo onal regula on  

throughout the year. 

Learning Outcome 2—Community 

The children have been  building their familiarity with the kinder room and the playground, 

learning transi ons and where to find things, and where to put 

them away.  We have been very impressed with the Koalas working 

together as a team to pack away the 

toys both outside and inside.  The chil-

dren have enjoyed our new water pump 

and using the water in the sand pit play. 

We visited the school playground when 

we were unable to access ours early in 

the term and we will con nue to visit the school at various 

mes during the year.  This will help the children to explore the 

school environment and help with the transi on to school. 

Coming Up 

 Responsible Pet Program - Friday 26th of March,  This program educates children on living safely with dogs and responsible pet 
ownership with presenta ons, song and role play 

 Yoga with Deb A 6 week yoga program on Mondays star ng in week 1 of term 2. 

 Lending library will start in term 2 with the children borrowing a book weekly from the kinder library 

Thank you to all the families with their support in helping the children have a posi ve start to their kinder year.  We look forward to 
building our rela onships with the children and their families as the year progresses. 

Andrea, Jimmy, Mrs. Schepe and Rachael 



Kindergarten—Seals 

The Seals Group has been enjoying ge ng to know 
each other and se ling in this term.  
Goals this Term: to feel a sense of belonging and 
confidence within the group, to build friendships, de-
velop strong fine motor skills and pencil grasp, recog-
nise our names and feel confident iden fy rhyming 
words and coun ng syllables.  
Interests this Term: construc on with marbles to cre-
ate Gumbuya World, group parachute, pain ng, new 
water pump outside.  

IDENTITY  

In order to learn about each 
other’s backgrounds and 
families we have created an 
“All About Me” book. Each 
week the children in the 
group have a turn of sharing 
their page in front of the 
group.  This supports the 
development of children’s 
speaking, listening and oral 
language skills  

We have enjoyed ge ng fa-
miliar with the Kinder environ-
ment and using our outdoor 
playground.  
The group has also visited the 
school to go for an outdoor 
walk and play on the new Sen-
sory Playground and other 
Prep playgrounds. We will be 
star ng to use the School Gym 
for our PMP program for the 
end of the term and rest of 
the year. Visi ng the school 
allows children to have a 
range of experiences, extend 
their gross motor skills and 
take new risks. It also supports 
the children to become famil-
iar with the school environ-
ment and facilitate a smooth 
transi on into Prep.  

COMMUNITY  

We have been focusing on learning about our emo ons 

in order to understand how to self-regulate when feeling 

upset, sad, angry or lonely. We have read “Colour Mon-

ster” by Anna Llenas which is a fantas c resource to sup-

port children’s understanding of emo ons through col-

ours. Each child has made their own monster artwork to 

show how they were feeling that day and why.  

Once a week we have been spending me in the a er-

noon with ac vi es focused on building our fine motor 

skills by developing hand strength, pencil grasp and core 

strength. These are necessary for children’s ability to 

write.  

WELLBEING  

LEARNING 

This term we have been focus-

ing on colour mixing in order 

to learn about primary colours 

and how to create new col-

ours. We have created a range 

of artworks including golf ball, 

bubble, straw blowing, drop-

per pain ngs. 

We have introduced the children to the new apps we will be using on our iPads this year.  

The children will also be learning Japanese through Early Learning Languages Australia. 

Last year I started my Cer ficate 4 in Early Literacy and Language Development. This pro-

gram will support the children’s pre-wri ng and reading skills. This term we have used 

some books to focus on learning about rhyming words and to be “sound detec ves” to 

count syllables in words using our sound s ck.   

    COMMUNICATION 

A FEW REMINDERS & UPCOMING DATES…. 
-Please keep your child at home if they are unwell and contact the centre to let us know 

-Children’s clothing needs to be labelled and going into Term 2 we prefer that any toys are le  at home.  

-If you have any ques ons or concerns please let us know and we can make a me to chat with you.  

-Responsible Pet Program Wednesday 24th of March 10-10:45am  

-Last Session of Term 1. Wednesday 31st of March & First Session of Term 2. Tuesday 20th of April 

Have a great relaxing and res ul Easter break and look forward to Term 2! 



Pre‐Kindergarten—Joeys and Possums 
Joeys and Possums have been se ling into Kinder and 

ge ng to know each other. We have been having 

par cipa ng in experiences to promote building 

friendships and a sense of belonging within the 

group. Some experiences have been: music and 

movement, parachute group ac vity, small group 

ac vi es, outdoor play and making playdough.  

Our goals for the Term 1 have been: 

- Iden ty Outcome: feeling comfortable and confi-
dent in the group:  

- Community Outcome: learning each other’s names 
and forming friendships:  

- Wellbeing Outcome: sharing and self-regula ng our 
emo ons.  

- Learning Outcome: how to create pa erns, recog-
nising and naming shapes and colours:  

- Communica on Outcome: feeling confident to 
speak to educators and peers in small and large 
group scenarios:  
 
We have really been enjoying our music and move-

ment sessions some of our favourite songs have 

been: 

-The Goldfish Song by Laurie Berkner 

-Hurry Hurry Drive the Firetruck by The Kiboomers 

-Open Shut Them by Play School 

-Freeze Dance Songs by The Kiboomers 

-Five Cheeky Monkeys Swinging in the Tree 

 

Reminders:  

-Every child needs to bring a hat to Kinder and have 

sunscreen applied before the session starts un l the 

end of April 

-If your child is unwell please keep them at home to 

ensure that illnesses are not spread around the group 

and inform as by phone, email or SeeSaw 

-Our last session for Term 1 is Monday 29th of March 

-Our first session back for Term 2 is Monday 19th of 

April 

-Please let me know if you have any concerns or 

ques ons and I am happy to make a me to chat with 

you.  

Kim and I have really enjoyed ge ng to know each of 

the families and look forward to Term 2! 

We hope everyone has a safe and relaxing Easter 

break.  

Hannah and Kim 

Joeys Group 

Possums Group 



Daycare—Gumnuts (0 to 2 years old) 

We would like to welcome all our new families; our new arrivals have all se led in amazing well. 

We were fortunate enough this year to have our outdoor play area renovated. We now have ar ficial turf, which will allow us to get 

the most out of our outdoor playground all year round. 

Courtney is establishing a vegetable patch. We would appreciate any dona ons of seeds, seedlings or flowers. 

Educators will be involving the children in this process, helping them to develop their understanding of sound responsibility and 

showing respect for their environment.  Children will then be tas ng their home grown produce. 

Children in the Gumnuts room have been showing a lot of interest in becoming self-efficient. Theyhave been taking increasing re-

sponsibility for their own health and physical wellbeing, enjoying the idea and process of scraping their own plates a er meals, wash-

ing hands and cleaning their own faces with wipes. 

Group mes in the Gumnuts room have been focused on the songs: 

Open Shut Them – Sing a Rainbow and Spider in the Bath. 

The children have created a wonderful display – Spider in the Bath, helping to develop their crea ve abili es and imagina on. 

We follow on from Sing a Rainbow by learning a variety of basic signs such as:  

Toilet – Nappy- Please – Thank you – More  – and Water. 

If you would like a copy of the Auslan signs we are currently learning, please let us know 

Sign language helps children to learn to engage verbally and non-verbally.  Children respond to sounds and pa erns in speech, sto-

ries and rhymes in context. 

Now that the weather is beginning to cool, please remember to pack your child a change of clothes, jacket and gumboots. 

Thankyou, 

Narelle, Courtney, Nicole and Trina.  



Daycare—Explorers (2 to 3 years old) 

Heading into the final weeks of Term 1, we would like to thank all our Parents and Carers for all the support and feedback we 
have received this term.  The Explorers Children have done extremely well learning all the daily rou nes and making some new 
friends. 
 
Our Family Photo Wall is looking amazing. The children love all the family photos.  We have these displayed at the front of the 
room, everyday they say hello to their families and point to all the photos naming their 
friends.  They all have special stories to tell. If you haven’t sent in your family photo can you please 
do so. 
 
We have begun to strengthen our verbal communica on skills, using the ABC Love book wri en by 
Chris ane Engel. ABC Love pairs each le er of the alphabet with a word that teaches young chil-
dren about important concepts like love, acceptance, affec on, values and warmth. A fun read 
with playful, rhyming text, ABC Love makes learning the alphabet interac ve and fun. We talk 
about the le ers of the alphabet and prac ce the sounds of the le ers. 
 
We are using "finger language" - Cued ar cula on to help show how the sounds are made, along 
with verbal cues.  For example ; "H" is a quiet sound -- can you feel your breath when you make 
that sound? 
 
Outside we have been enjoying our new play area. We have been doing some gardening ac vi es with the Woolworth Discovery 
Garden. This hands on ac vity allows for sensory learning, where children can interact with water and soil to see, feel, smell and 
touch the changes. This seedling kit allows the children to par cipate in growing food in a meaningful way.  The Children are tak-
ing on specific roles, taking turns checking that the plants aren’t dry and watering them. This has also extended to the Children 
wan ng to water our new plants in the new Yard. Children are connected with and contribute to their world when they begin to 
show concern for other living things, like herbs and vegetables. 
 
Coming into the cooler months can you please make sure you have appropriate spare clothing in your child's bag. Layering is also 
good as you all know Melbourne weather is so unpredictable. 
 
We hope you all have a great Easter Break and look forward to hearing what the Easter Bunny got up to at your place… 
 
Pennie, Ailey and Cathy 

 



Daycare— (3 to 4 years old) 

This term has been an amazing start of the year. Our Blossoms are slowly consolidating as a group 
and starting to develop their friendships. As the Blossoms grow, they become more responsible and 
aware in their social relationships. They are developing empathy and respect towards their peer and 
learning how to control and express their emotions. The Blossoms are also starting to develop their 
communication skills through music and literacy.  The children are learning about routines, numbers 
and letters while singing, developing their motor skills while dancing and playing musical instruments 
and learning the importance of community by making music with their peers and even playing instru-
ments with one of our valuable community members and PIELC parent Christy Spottiswood.  Accord-
ing to the Early Years Learning Framework (outcome 2), this is how our children develop their sense 
of belonging to groups and communities and an understanding of the reciprocal rights and responsi-
bilities necessary for active community participation.  

The children are starting to learn and recognise letters and to write their own names. They are being 
supported through books, signs and art crafts.  Also, as our program has a strong literacy focus the 
Blossoms are taking home the shared book “The Gruffalo”.  The children can take the book and toy 
home, fill the photo album with their photos and talk at group time about their wonderful adventures 
with The Gruffalo over the weekend. Our main objective is to foster love for literacy in our children 
and self-confidence when talking to a group.  

Another objective for our Blossoms this years is for them to learn about environmental sustainability, 
the recycled materials and the importance to save our planet. The Blossom children have painted 
three bins. Yellow for paper, green for composting and red for plastic. Our composting bin is going to 
be emptied each day in our worm farm, our paper will be reused for our children to do art craft ,and 
the plastic will be reused (when possible and safe)  

Thank you to all the families and children for this amazing beginning of the year and please remem-
ber as it gets cold we continue with our indoor-outdoor program, so please make sure to pack a jack-
et and warm clothes in your child’s backpack.   

 Jess and Diana 

Hello from the Blossoms!   



Daycare—Wallabies (4 to 5 years old) 
What a great start to the year we have had filled with lots 

of different experiences. Our main focus has been to build 

rela onships with each other, Educators Nicky, Jasmine, 

Keely and Jess have enjoyed ge ng to know all the children 

and their families. We have also encouraged the children to 

build rela onships with each other  and it has been lovely 

watching these rela onships develop.  

To promote this, we have been focusing a lot on name 

recogni on and what our names start with. The children 

have been prac sing their wri ng through fine motor and cogni ve ac vi es. 

These ac vi es included dot marking our names, which are displayed around 

our room and tracing the alphabet with markers. Name play in preschool has 

many cogni ve benefits which include the ideals that recognizing one's name 

helps children feel important, recognizing others' names builds community, 

name recogni on builds concepts of print and begins the process of site reading. 

Each day we have been going over the days of the week and the months of the 

year with the children. We have all enjoyed learning the songs that go with do-

ing this. It has been amazing to hear that the children have been prac sing at 

home and how well they have been able to recite the days and months already! 

This was based on the children’s interests and assists the children with school 

readiness. This week we added the seasons to our daily chart. 

Literacy has been incorporated a lot this term with the educators reading lots of 

books to the children at group mes. Many favourites are being requested daily 

such as Davy and the duckling, Naughty Agapanthus, Queen Agapanthus, Pen-

guin and Owl Babies to name a few. The children are beginning to repeat famil-

iar words to these stories beginning their early literacy journey. The Wallabies 

have also enjoyed the take home book bags and have loved swapping their 

books over each day. 

A highlight with the children was when we made a volcano in the sandpit. The 

children worked together to build a large volcano, Educator Nicky pushed a glass 

jar into the sand and then added bi-carb soda and red dye! Then the excitement 

built as Nicky poured vinegar into the jar and the red lava came 

pouring out! This was a fabulous experience that engaged the chil-

dren’s interest in science as well as promo ng their collabora ve 

skills. 

Another area in the room that has a strong interest is the art area. A 

variety of resources including boxes, lids, paper towel holders, pa y 

pans, feathers, match s cks plus more, have been used by the chil-

dren to create some amazing art works. So much me and effort is 

going into these projects which is fantas c! 

This term we also had a student Evelyn from Monash University studying her Bachelor degree in our room, Evelyn shared many 

experiences with the Wallabies that reflected her culture and the celebra on of Chinese New Year! Each child had the opportunity 

to create a Chinese lantern and Chinese envelope, Evelyn also set up a Chinese restaurant for the children to explore their role and 

imagina ve play abili es. This was a lot of fun!   

We would like to thank everyone for their support and feedback throughout the first term and week look forward to the rest of 

the year!  Nicky, Jasmine, Keely and Jess P 


