
 

December 2020 

A note from Karen... 

The end of the year has now arrived, and what an interesting 

year it has been. Through a year of uncertainty there have been 

many positives. We have reflected on our curriculum and how 

we do things, and have made interesting and fun adjustments 

to meet the needs of the children and still offer a high standard 

of education and care . The children have been exceptionally 

resilient and have adapted well to the changing environment. I 

would like to take the time to congratulate all the families for 

their outstanding home-schooling, sharing these experiences 

with us on seesaw or email, positive stories and your ongoing 

support of the staff. 

 

The staff have continued to further their education and training 

with many professional development opportunities, mentoring, 

and providing a festive season for the children which has 

looked very different from other years but one that is quite spe-

cial. I hope you have all had the chance to see Santa’s Room 

where the children have enjoyed going into as a small group to hear stories and celebrate the sea-

son as well as the large Santa in the foyer. 

 

We will now be closed from December 19th and re-

open on January 11th . For those of you returning, 

you will see some differences at PIELC.  Over our 

closure period, we are getting all new flooring 

throughout the Centre and the yards will be getting 

a makeover from a successful grant application we 

received through the Department of Education. 

 

Thank you to all our families for your constant sup-

port and kind words. I would like to wish you all a 

safe, joyous and relaxing Christmas and I look for-

ward to seeing many of you back again next year.  

Dates to note 

Sat 19 Dec 2020 to Sun 10 Jan 2021 – PIELC CLOSED 

Monday 11 January 2021 — PIELC open for daycare 

Friday 29 January 2021 — start of Term 1, 2021 for Kindergarten 



Penguins Kindergarten Program 
Curriculum Reflection 

Term 4, 2020 



Kindergarten—Bilbies 

Despite the interruption Covid has placed on our usual school transition program, we did 

manage to visit two of the Prep classes in Term Four.  We read The Magic Hat with Mrs 

Calrson before making magic hats of our own.  Mrs Carlson showed us some Monster Man-

ners and commented on what exceptional listeners the Bilbies were.  In Mrs Huther’s room 

we watched a story about a rainbow fish.  Mrs Huther gave us our own sparkly scale to place 

on the rainbow fish we decorated.  These visits to the school provide an invaluable oppor-

tunity for the children to familiarise themselves with the classroom setting and some of the 

routines and expectations, as they prepare for their formal school journey. 

Lincoln’s snails had a sleepover at kinder, which was somewhat of a highlight this term.  The snails came in their own habi-

tat, with food, water and shelter.  We love following the children’s interests at kinder and the snails offered a chance to ex-

plore some interesting snail facts. We learnt about parts of their bodies, where they breathe from and what they eat. The 

children loved observing their antics through a looking glass……..especially when they tried to escape! 

We have enjoyed spending this very memorable, topsy-turvy year with your children and hope they look back on it as fondly 

as we will.  A very special and warm HUGE Thank You to all our families for their patience and support throughout 2020.  

We wish each of the Bilbies starting Prep in 2021 all the very best and we will miss you greatly!  To the children returning to 

the Bilbies after the long break, enjoy your holidays and we can’t wait to see you back next year. 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and happy New Year 

— Denise and Amy. 

We were fortunate to have two incursions 

throughout the term, as well as a visit from Lincoln’s snails!  Deb, from 

BreatheIn2Yoga came over a three week period to teach us all yoga and 

mindfulness.  We learnt lots of animal poses and played some fun games, 

all while developing our gross motor skills and mind body connection.   

Most recently we were visited by Safina Stewart, a local Indigenous artist 

who collaborated with the children on a dot painting mural.  During the 

process the children built on their existing literacy skills by learning that 

symbolism can be used to represent objects and contribute to the con-

struction of narrative.   



Kindergarten—Koalas 

Term 4 has been busy for the Koalas and it is hard to believe the year is nearing the end.   Some highlights of term 4 have included: 

Yoga with Deb 

We had 3 sessions with Deb teaching the children yoga.  Yoga 

not only builds the children’s strength and flexibility but also 

helps increase their body awareness and mindfulness.  Deb 

used music and stories to help engage the children with the 

activity, each session the children enjoyed learning new poses 

and movements.   

Book Week 

Book week was 

celebrated by 

dressing up as our 

favourite book 

characters and 

also sharing our 

favourite books.  

Naidoc week —We cele-

brated Naidoc week by 

reading indigenous stories, 

learning about Bunorung 

land and working on a col-

laborative artwork with 

Safina, a local indigenous 

artist. 

 

School Transition Visits 

We visited the prep rooms in Cowes Primary School to meet the teachers and 

become familiar with the teachers.  The children enjoyed visiting the big school 

and participating in school activities. 

PMP with Occupational Therapists Julie and Gemma 

PMP (Perceptual movement program) is a movement-based program that helps chil-

dren improve their eye/ hand coordination, balance and core strength.  This year 

through our School Readiness Funding we had two local occupational therapists con-

struct a program for the kinder children to participate in.  A focus of the program was 

balance and core and upper body strengthening.  Developing strength in these areas 

helps children to gain control of the smaller muscle groups which help with grasping 

pencils and using scissors at school.   

We are looking forward to our class party at our last session of 2020 on Thursday the 17th of December. 

We wish all of the Koala families a  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and we hope all of the children have an amazing 

first year of primary school in 2021. 

Andrea, Mrs Schepe, Rachael and Emma 



Kindergarten—Seals 
Term Four has been filled with many learning experiences 

and fun activities! Being able to reunite as a whole group has 

been a fantastic way to end this year. We want to thank eve-

ryone for their support and understanding during this chal-

lenging year. We are privileged to have been part of your 

child’s education and wish everyone a smooth transition to 

School in 2021. Have a relaxing holiday period and enjoy reu-

niting with family and friends! 

Reminders: Last Day of Term is Tuesday 15th of December.  

NO session on Wednesday 16th of December  

IDENTITY  

We have spent time during this term to prepare 

for school by visiting Cowes Primary to create 

our own “Magic Hats” and “Rainbow Fish”. This 

experience gave the children a snapshot of what 

school will be like. We have also been supporting 

the children’s readiness for school by building on 

our cutting skills, pencil grasp, focusing on letter 

sounds, writing our name. Over the school holi-

days you can support your child by being excited 

and talking positively about school. We will also 

be sending some resources from our Allied 

Health team that will be useful before your child 

starts school  

As part of our school readi-

ness funding this year we 

had an Aboriginal artist 

come to create an artwork 

with each group. We learnt 

how to create patterns and 

the technique of creating 

dots as well as what differ-

ent symbols represent. We 

will have these artworks 

displayed at the centre.  

COMMUNITY  

This Term we participated in a PMP program run by some 

local Occupational Therapists to educate all Kinder staff on 

how to run sessions. These sessions are extremely im-

portant in developing children’s core strength vital for chil-

dren’s fine motor skills and ability to focus on a task.  

WELLBEING  

LEARNING 

A strong interest in the group 

has been about learning more 

in relation to sea creatures 

and dinosaurs. As a group we 

created a mural after reading 

the “Silver Sea” book as a 

provocation for our artwork. 

You can now see this dis-

played in the foyer.  

We had a dinosaur dig to be 

Palaeontologists and created 

fossils using salt dough to ex-

tend our understanding fur-

ther.   

We completed assessment surrounding our 

Language and Literacy program. Overall, the 

results indicated that children need more 

support with learning their letter sounds 

and names of letters. In order to support 

your child over the holidays before school 

you can help them learn the letter sounds 

and names to assist with reading skills. You 

can use songs, environmental print, games, 

puzzles, books to support them and includ-

ing these in play helps them learn in a de-

velopmentally appropriate way.  

    COMMUNICATION 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR FAMILIES 



Pre-Kindergarten—Joeys and Possums 

We want to thank all of our families for their sup-

port and understanding this year despite many 

challenges! We hope everyone has a safe and relax-

ing Christmas break, reuniting with family and 

friends. We wish everyone a smooth transition into 

Kindergarten next year.  

This term we have been preparing for Four Year Old 

Kindergarten by:  

-building on our fine motor skills in order to develop 

a mature pencil grasp by participating in activities 

like playdough, golf ball painting and stamp painting 

-developing our independence through packing our 

bags, completing more complex puzzles, problem 

solving in activities  

-learning to write some letters in our names 

through activities that encourage letter recognition, 

name cards and using the light table 

 
We have been as busy as Santa’s elves this term 

preparing Christmas fun ready for the end of term. 

It has been great to be able to reunite as a whole 

group this term and have all our friends back. Look 

out for some Christmas Cheer coming on our last 

session.  

Some of our favourite Christmas songs have been: 

-Santa Claus is Coming by Hi-5 

-Rockin Around the Christmas Tree by Hi-5 

-Rudolph by Hi-5 

Information for the End of Term 

-Our last session is Monday 14th of December 

-We will be having a Class Christmas Party all food 

will be supplied. If your child is attending Long Day 

Care they will still require lunch and snacks for the 

day. Otherwise no snack is required.  

-Please check the lost property for any items you 

may be missing.  

 

Merry Christmas and  

Happy New Year! 
 

Hannah and Kim 

Joeys Group 

 PossumGroup 



Daycare—Gumnuts (0 to 2 years old) 

Wow, what an amazing year we have had. This last term has been so busy, the children have grown so much physically and 

emotionally, boarding their understanding of our world, developing their cognitive, physical skills and developing the social 

skills required to intact in social environments and co – operating with their peers. 

We would like to welcome our new arrivals Holly, Indie and Easton. 

We would also like to thank all our families for your continued support throughout the year. We appreciate your understanding 

through this difficult year and the many changes due to Covid 19. 

Gumnuts have been busy learning about gardening, worm farms, seasons, space, emotions and building with sustainable items 

in play. These activities have helped children build confidence in learning and extending their social development.  This has 

been achieved through sand and dramatic play, motor skills through daily obstacle courses which are altered daily to enhance 

children’s development. 

Some of our favourite songs this term have been: 

 Humpty Dumpty 

 See the Sleeping Bunnies  

 The Gold fish song 

 Spider in the bath 

 Lunch time Jazz 

 

Please look these songs up online and enjoy with your children – they may even teach you the actions.  Family Fun!  

 

A warm farewell to the Gumnuts graduates who will be moving to the Explorers room in 2021. 

 

We wish all our families a Merry Christmas and a safe and happy new year. 

 

Kind Regards 

Narelle, Diana and Nicole 



Daycare—Explorers (2 to 3 years old) 

 The Explorers have had a very fun and productive term 4 to wrap up 2020.  
 

This term, we are glad to see new friendships 
have been made between the Explorers. The 
children were encouraged to join group plays 
and work together. The Doctor corner was set 
up to provide opportunities for the Explorers to 
play and interact with their peers. As preschool 
friendships are helpful in developing social and 
emotional skills, reducing stress, and promoting 
a sense of belonging, we hope to continue to 
nurture these valuable relationships. 

 
The Explorers have shown great interest in sensory activities this term. We made kinetic sand, enjoyed water and jelly 
play, mixing color powder by hand, and drew with ice cubes. Sensory play supports fine and gross motor skills, promotes 
social interaction and problem-solving skills. It's also a great way for children to express themselves. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
As literacy is an important part of early years 
development, we have focused on developing the 
children's verbal communication. The Explorers were 
encouraged to verbalize their ideas and we also tried to 

introduce new words through reading. The 
children participated in the Premier Reading 
Challenge and celebrated Book week by 
wearing their favourite costumes. We would 
like to thank Denise, our Educational Leader, 
for bringing us more ideas and resources to support early language and literacy. 
 
Leading up to Christmas, we have had a lot of activities to celebrate this special 
occasion. The children have visited the Santa workshop where they were amazed by 

magical and festive decorations and listened to Christmas stories. The Explorers also enjoyed making many Christmas 
crafts that support their development of imagination and fine motor skills.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and a happy and safe New Year. We look forward to seeing you next year! 
Jimmy, Cathy, and Lani 



Daycare—Blossoms (3 to 4 years old) 

It’s hard to believe we are coming to the end of such an extraordi-

nary year! Thanks to all our wonderful families for their continued 

support and understanding with all the changes we had to imple-

ment to keep everyone safe. 

We have enjoyed a happy and productive year in the Blossoms 

room. Our learning program has promoted and developed the chil-

dren in the following areas: emotional and social development, fine 

and gross motor skills, language 

and music and cognitive and 

problem-solving skills. 

Dance and Music have played a 

large part in our daily program. The children enthusiastically participated in music this 

year. Pennie implemented a Clean up song at the start of the year, Yakety Yak(2007 

Remaster) by the Coasters. It worked a treat, every time it is played the Children stop 

what they are doing and start cleaning the room. We have learnt how to sign “I can 

sing a rainbow” in Auslan. A favourite song in the Blossoms this year has been “Shake 

and move children's song” by Patty Shukla. Where we wiggle and shake body parts. 

This term we have been “Going on a dragon hunt” some days before we come inside 

for lunch. They are constantly asking for music and singing and we incorporate lots of 

actions and movement, improving their balance and co-ordination. 

Imaginative Play- we have enjoyed watching the children engage in imaginative play in 

our home and office. These experiences have fostered the children's imagination and creativity. Play promotes their social 

skills and improves their language skills. 

The Children have really grown these last few months with most 

children returning after Covid-19 restrictions lowered. They have 

shown their independence, confidence and developed a real sense 

of belonging to the Blossoms Group. They have re-developed friend-

ships with their peers and learnt to cooperate and work collabora-

tively with each other.  

 We are so incredibly proud of our Blossoms! They are an amazing 

group of kind, talented, creative and enthusiastic Children. Court-

ney, Trina, Jess and I have had so much fun with them and we can’t 

wait to see their achievements when they are in Kinder next year. We will be waving over the fence.  Thanks to Courtney, 

Trina and Jess for their continued support and dedication during this crazy year.  

We would like to wish all our families a very Merry Christmas, hopefully enjoying the silly 

season with loved ones with full tummies and happy hearts. 

See you next year! Pennie - Blossoms Room Leader  



Daycare—Wallabies (4 to 5 years old) 

 

Hello from the Wallabies!  

It is hard to believe this year has come to an end. We are very 
grateful for each amazing day we enjoyed together, all the learn-
ing and experiences and specially for every relationship we built 
with the Wallabies and their families. The Wallabies came to the 
end of the year connecting as a group. They have built long life 
relationships and have developed skills that will be with them for-
ever. This term, we have developed our creativity and imagina-
tion by participating in pretending play. The children have en-
joyed to explore other environments and identities in role play 
such as hospitals, pizza shops, Chinese restaurant, high tea table 
and even the jungle.  

As the Wallabies grow, they become more responsible and aware 
in their social relationships. They became amazingly caring and 
supportive towards their peers and educators during the last 
term. The children also continue to develop their emotional intel-
ligence by using every opportunity as a perfect moment to label 
their emotion, work in they problem solving skills and express 
their feeling. Currently, the Wallabies are continuing to learn to 
take care of themselves and their environment. The children are 
learning to save water and resources, the importance of water, 
trees and other species in human life and how human life im-
pacts the environment all across the world. 

Thank you to all the families who have supported us through this 
amazing journey. We wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a 

happy new year.  — Jess, Jasmine and Georgie. 


