
 

A note from Karen... 

December 2019 

Important Dates 

 Last day of daycare attendance Friday 20 December 

 PIELC Re-opens Monday 6 January 2020 

 (Holiday daycare bookings only available at this time, for those who have already booked).  Regular attendances start 
Tuesday 28th January.  (Mon 27th Jan is a public holiday) 

I hope you are all enjoying the festive season as we reflect on the year that was.  
It has been a big year with many exciting things happening at PIELC.  The major 
addition to our Centre has been the expansion.   
 
The new room will allow the Centre to grow from a 106-place capacity to a 139-
place per day; the largest in Bass Coast Shire.   This is quite extraordinary when 
you think that Long Day Care used to be provided in a two-room old fishing 
shack known as Kids House (part of PICAL),  and Kindergarten was a one-room 
venue in Cowes.  This year alone we have had 95 kindergarten children; our 
highest numbers to date. 

 I am very proud of our Centre and the staff in it. The dedication of all the staff is the reason we have had the rating of 
exceeding the National Quality Standards for two assessments in a 
row.  Of course, we could not have achieved this without the help 
of many people. They say it takes a village to raise a child, and this 
is a perfect example of that.  

I would like to acknowledge the support and very hard working Rod 
McKenzie, Principal of Cowes Primary School, and School Coun-
cil for their dedication to Early Childhood Education and sharing in 
the vision, also the local community for  getting behind us as we 
fundraise or receive grants.  Thank you. 

We will continue to provide an education and care service that is 
inclusive, sustainable, welcoming and supportive while we reflect on common trends and studies that enable us to 

provide an education to make our community proud. 

It was great to see so many families join us on Wednesday evening for our end-of-year cele-
brations.  A big thank you to Jeremy and Craig at PI Bowling Centre for providing us with 
such a terrific venue. The raffle raised approx $600, so thank you to everyone who donated 
or purchased tickets. 

Those families who are leaving us at the end of the 
year: it has been a pleasure and an honour for us to 
see your children grow and develop.  

To everyone :my hope for you is that your Christmas is 
filled with love and good health and I look forward to 
seeing you in 2020.  

To everyone my hope for you is that your Christmas is 
filled with love and good health and I look forward to 
seeing you in 2020. 



To the children in the Penguin group. I am proud of the way 
you love coming here to kinder and look forward to learn-

ing. Seeing the children happy with big smiles on their faces 
in the morning when they come to kinder is fantastic. 

They have learned to love learning and that skill will help 
them as they progress with their education. 

Looking ahead, our children are very well-equipped to take 
on the next part of their educational lives. They have strong 
foundations and we feel they are very confident to take the 

next step to school. 

We sadly say goodbye to our lovely Penguin children of 
2019, but feel confident that they are ready to embrace the 

next big step! 

 

Term 4 Highlights in the Program 

 The ambulance and CFA incursion. 
 The buddy visit from Grade 5 children. 
 Monitor / leadership roles. 
 Painting our Koorie inspired design onto a surfboard. 
 The question of the day! 
 Our sewing project. 
 Community guest readers each morning. 
 Christmas concert and making decorations! 
 

A reflection on the year…. 
 

 The beginning of the kinder year was a time of building trust 
with the children and with you. It was a time of  building 
relationships together and creating a team with one shared 
goal: Providing your children with what they needed to de-
velop and grow throughout their kindergarten year. 

 And now, it is very hard for US to believe your children are 
leaving us! You have entrusted the most important thing in 
your lives to us--your child. We can't tell you how much we 
appreciate that trust! 

 We thank you for sharing your children with us. We thank 
you for allowing us to be part of your family during this spe-
cial kindergarten year. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Rachel and Ju-
lie. 
 Rachel thank you for being a wonderful assistant and a 

strong part of the penguin team. Over many years you 
have supported my perfectionist ways and sometimes cra-
zy ideas. 

 Thank you to Julie. Julie was able to fit in with our ex-
isting program and quickly established great relation-
ships with the children 

We value everyone's assistance with our program.  A special 
thanks to; 

 Lawri for making up the helping program roster this year. 
 Luci for coming along with the Ambulance and medical equip-

ment for the children to learn and gain confidence if they 
need medical intervention. 

 To Luci, who assisted the centre with our high tea fund-
raising afternoon. And all the kind families and business-
es that donated items to this and other fundraising 
raffles etc 

 To Nicky for assisting with our “Talk and Play” bag exchange 
program. 

 To Tuppy for assisting with the program by teaching the 
children to knit. The penguins scarf looks fantastic! 

 To Mrs. Owens for assisting us with the “Movement Program” 
each week at the CPS gym we appreciated your help and the 
children looked forward to seeing you! 

 To Lauren Kelly who designed our Koorie inspired art for our 
Surf board. Lauren assisted the children with painting the surf 
board ready for display in the centre. It looks fantastic! 

 To all the families who have come along to read as a part of 
our community guest reader program. 

 Thank you to all the parents who have willingly given their 
time volunteering here to help with our program. Without 
your valued assistance we could not offer the program we 
implement. Thank you very much! 



Kindergarten—Koalas and Seals 

We have developed our emerging literacy and numeracy skills through: developing alphabet charts focusing 

on the sound each letter makes and words associated with the letter, Jolly Phonics letter sound songs, 

counting games involving number recognition on the interactive whiteboard and more environmental print 

around the room for us to copy and include in letters, lists or artwork.  

   Children have built on their self-help skills and independence through packing their bags each afternoon, 

taking responsibility for their belongings, opening their own containers and cutting food packets open.  

Over the holidays you can assist your child in preparing for school by:  

 focusing on the positive aspects of the school they will be attending  

 organising a play date with a friend from their class 

 building on their fine motor skills and hand strength through: using playdough, practicing writing their 

name, encouraging them to use a pincer grasp when writing, using lego etc.    

 encouraging them to be independent and take more responsibility for their belongings  

 practicing taking off and putting on jumpers and shoes 

 practicing opening and closing the lunch box and drink bottles they will use at school 

 creating a goodbye routine to help the days get off to a good start 

We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year we hope everyone has a safe and relaxing 

break with family and friends.   - Koalas and Seals Team 

It is hard to believe that this year has come to an end. We are grateful for every families support this year and 

assistance in the classroom. The highlight has been seeing your children grow and develop this year and their 

confidence and readiness for school.  

A Term 4 highlight was having our Community Helpers visit us including: Paramedics, Firefighters, a Police Officer 

and Crossing Supervisor. These visits were an important way for children to understand how to keep themselves 

safe and what to do in an emergency situation. They were also giving the children the skills to be active partici-

pants of the community.  

This term we have focused on skills and abilities to support children in their first year of school. We have built on 

their fine motor skills through participating in activities like: cutting more complex shapes and designs, focusing 

on holding a pencil/writing implement using a pincer grasp, construction based activities required children to use 

fine finger motions.  



Kindergarten—Bilbies 

The Bilbies have had a very busy and exciting term 4 to wrap up 2019. We have had many incursions as well as school transi-

tion programs in preparation for next year. We would like to say a BIG thank you to all our families for their friendship and 

support throughout the year. We wish all of the children's success and happiness at both school and kinder in 2020.  

Here are some of the highlights from this 

term… 

Sue, Rod, Simon and Wayne from the Phillip 

Island CFA Brigade came to visit the Bilbies. 

We saw and heard about the special clothes 

the firefighters wear for all the different jobs 

they do. We got to see their big firetruck and 

watch the water come out of the hose. 

 

 

Judy came to kinder to teach us about crossing the road 

safely when we go to school.  She told us about all of the 

other crossing supervisors who help outside of every 

school.  Judy brought the special things she uses to help 

her keep children safe as they cross the road with her. 

 

 

 

Tony came in and the Bilbies children helped him to put 

our new worm farm together.  They used glue, screws, 

screwdrivers to create a firm construction that will be 

able to be moved between the rooms and environ-

ments of PIELC. 

 

 

Luci, a local Ambulance Victoria Paramedic, visited the Bilbies with her Ambulance and 

special equipment to tell us all about how the Paramedics care for and help us when 

we are unwell or hurt. 

 

 

Police Officer Geoff visited and spoke to the Bilbies about all the jobs that the Victoria Police do 

to help people. He wore his uniform and carried lots of interesting tools that help him to do his 

job well and brought a big Police van for us to explore. Police Officer Geoff also  turned the lights 

and sirens on for us to see and hear. 

We hope you and your children look back on the 2019 kinder year with great memories and all 

move forward with special friends and enjoy the learning journey as it continues. 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy and safe New Year 



Pre-Kinder—Joeys 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joeys Group 

This term we continued to make nature based play an important 
part of our program. The children have enjoyed insect scavenger 
hunts, pebble painting, nurturing our plants and the mud patch. 

Numeracy Skills 

We have been especially im-

pressed by how far the children’s 

numeracy skills have come. More 

and more of them have shown an 

interest in numbers and counting. 

Throughout the Term the children 

have participated in a variety of 

experiences to extend their learn-

ing.  Vera is shown filling out her 

finger print graph, placing howev-

er many prints correspond with 

the number at the top. 

We have followed some of the 

children’s interest in measuring, 

experimenting with a variety of 

tools including measuring tapes, 

rulers and trundle wheels. 

Other numeracy-based activities 

included counting caterpillars and 

number puzzles. 

 Oral Language Development 

 Throughout the year the 
Joeys have demonstrated a 
love of dramatic play. They 
have been provided with a 
number of spaces to in-
dulge this interest.  The 
Centre has a strong focus 
on oral language develop-
ment. Dramatic play affords 
children the perfect oppor-
tunity to develop this skill, 
as they take on roles and 
converse, often experiment-
ing with language and new 
words. 

We cannot believe the year has come to 
an end and would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all our wonderful families 
for allowing us to share in the children’s 

Kinder journey.  They have grown and de-
veloped so much: socially, emotionally 

and in their learning. 

Wishing you all a merry Christmas, 

Amy and Jasmine 

Joeys Group 



Long Day Care—Gumnuts (0-2 years old) 

 

Hello from the 

GUMNUTS!! 
 

It has been an amazing and 

busy year! Our little Gumnuts 

have all grown and learnt  so 

much and we have had an 

amazing year seeing their skills 

and likes develop and their little 

personalities shine. 

 The children are enjoying being 

more involved in group times  

and raising their little voices to 

participate with ideas or sug-

gestions about what book to 

read or which song to sing. The 

children have been also learn-

ing about self help skills, wash-

ing their our hands before meal 

times and after going outside, 

helping to tidy up after activ-

ites, dressing up themselves 

and cleaning after themselves 

at meal time.  

We hope you all have an amaz-

ing Christmas and a happy new  

year!! We can’t wait to see you 

all next year.  

 

               Thank you for allowing us 

to be a part of your child’s life. 

Debby, Jasmine, Diana, 

Marilyn and Jess 



Long Day Care—Explorers (2—3 years old) 

This has been a very busy and productive term. 

The Explorers have all grown so much, and are now ready to become Blossoms. 

We have been developing our self-help skills.  Children have been working on self-dressing and undressing, 

showing increasing independence and competence in personal hygiene care and safety for themselves and oth-

ers. 

Cognitively the children have been practicing with trial and error and participating in a variety of meaningful 

inquiry- based experiences through art experiences and child-interest-based activities. 

Children have learnt to persevere with new experiences and show satisfaction in their achievements.  

Leading up to Christmas, we have been very busy creating lots of beautiful Christmas decorations to take home 

– these activities have been great opportunities for the children to develop their creativity skills and fine motor 

development.  

The Explorers would like to wish you all a very Merry Xmas and a happy and safe New Year. 

From the Explorers room—Narelle, Cathy, Diana and Courtney. 



Long Day Care—Blossoms (3—5 years old) 

Grossard Court Aged Care- 

The Blossoms have been visiting Grossard every Wednesday over the last term, we have seen the children 

build positive relationships with the elderly as they participate in weekly activities. We have enjoyed being out 

in the community, the children especially loved playing on the playground after their long walk to Grossard. To 

end the years visits we performed a small christmas concert with the help from Eden's dad Mark who per-

formed some carols with the children. We look forward to continuing this fantastic relationship we have built 

with Grossard Court in the future. 

Library Visits- 

We continued our library visits throughout the term, the children look forward to their library visit and are 

always asking if it's library day. We have enjoyed participating in story time through singing songs, listening 

to stories and getting involved with craft, helping build children’s literacy 

skills. 

We have enjoyed watching your children grow and devel-

op their own little personalities in the Blossoms this year. 

We wish all the children going off to school and Kinder 

the best of luck in their next big adventure.  

Wishing you a glittery, sparkly and magical Christmas and 
New Year. 


